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NEWS FROM THE SOUTHWOOD BOARD 

As the so called “Freedom Day” is postponed by the 

Government the consequences of the decision are 

being considered very carefully. Two weddings were 

booked which will be affected and will almost certainly 

mean a loss of income for Southwood. The very fact 

that the receptions can only have tables of six and that 

dancing is not allowed clearly takes away a lot from the 

very special day of a wedding and puts holding the 

event into question. 

With regards to Masonic activities that may continue, 

but yet UGLE have not allowed festive boards to be 

held, however we shall see what guidance is given in 

the next few weeks. 

Southwood has prepared for the return to Masonic 

activities, but the delay of a full relaxation will mean 

that there must be social distancing within the building 

and if the bar is used only table service will be allowed. 

This all means extra cost for Southwood but hopefully 

only for a very short time until 19
th

 July. 

The Board have agreed to making further 

improvements to the building and the windows in the 

dining room have now been replaced and look in 

keeping with the building. They are the same as those 

installed in the bar lounge. New curtains and blinds 

have also been fitted in the dining room making the 

building look and feel much better. During a period of 

heavy rain there was some water ingress into the main 

Temple which the cause has now been identified and 

rectified. 

The garden is also looking nice and along with the 

areas around the car park has been pruned back and 

generally tidied up.  

The building is looking very nice and it is hoped the 

membership find the improvements to their liking but 

as the old saying goes “You cannot please everyone” 

A Sunday lunch was organised in May and was 

attended by 45 people with two sittings, which was 

very successful and another one was organised for 

20
th
 June. These events really need the membership 

behind them as the caterers need our support if they 

are to stay with us. They put an awful lot of work into 

these events and have had very little income over the 

last eighteen months. 

We are all looking forward to meeting again and 

enjoying the company of our individual lodges and 

being able visit other Lodges. There are at least two 

Lodges who still must celebrate their centenaries. 

There will be installations as soon as we restart and 

hopefully Southwood will become a thriving Masonic 

Centre again being able to attract new members.. 

It has been a long time since our Masonic activities 

have been able to be undertaken and I trust all of our 

members can return and Lodges do not suffer any 

further losses to those Brethren who have gone to the 

Grand Lodge above.  

The Board will continue to ensure that everyone is safe 

and will respond to any changes which the future may 

bring us with the consequences of this pandemic. 

They wish everyone well and look forward to seeing 

you all. 

 

David Sweeting 

Company Secretary 
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When we approached June 21st there was still a little doubt to whether or not things are 

back to normal but we remained optimistic. We now know that all releasing of restrictions 

has been deferred until July 19th.  

Bookings for weddings/parties are numerous and promise a busy and prosperous year for 

Southwood.  

Renovations have been completed and have made a huge improvement to the 

appearance and integrity of the building. We have opened to members and their guests on 

any night for drinks which will hopefully steadily become more popular. 

You will recall in May that we hosted a Sunday lunch in the bar, It was a lovely day and I would like to thank those 

who attended for their continued support. The latest one was held on June 20th and we hope you enjoyed it. 

In short therefore, we are all set for fully reopening when we are allowed and look forward to welcoming you. 

Please remember to consider using Southwood for all your private events. This is a quality venue with quality 

service and quality food/drink.  There are extremely favourable rates for Southwood members. 

Viki has all the available dates for you. 

Manager’s Moments 

Venue for hire 
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ST JAMES’S LODGE NO 448 

Over the past few months St James's Lodge have been 

holding Zoom meetings to enable our members to keep in 

touch with each other. Though not as good as face to face 

contact it has served its purpose in keeping us  together.  

We have had quizzes, practices, discussions and 

talks.  Brian Gilgeous, the commercial diver employed as 

the man to raise Donald Campbell's speed boat Bluebird 

from lake Coniston proved to be most interesting and 

informative and enjoyed by our lodge members and those 

from other lodges. He also gave a talk about his time in the 

French Foreign Legion which was quite scary and proved how brave, even rash, these guys are.  

We held our last Zoom Meeting on the 15th June when we received a talk on the German occupation and its 

effect on Freemasonry in the Channel Islands by W Bro Simon Hannon from Guernsey. 

 

W Bro Dave Smithies PPGReg 

Zooming along! 

Michael Palin, that intrepid traveller, was on one of his 

most gruelling tasks. This was the crossing of the 

largest desert in the world - which is of course is the 

Sahara. Starting from Gibraltar he travelled across the 

Mediterranean to Morocco and he soon arrived in the 

city of Fez. He talked about the brimless head covering 

that had first been manufactured there, from where it 

took its name.   He explained that the large orchards of 

red berries, surrounding the city, are harvested each 

year to be crushed, and then the liquid is used to dye 

the fabric!!  Originally of course the Fez was only 

produced in a bright red colour. 

In the summer of last year, I had just been exploring 

and enjoying the history and geography of the Turkish 

Empire, whilst staying in Istanbul.  This huge 

cosmopolitan city has the distinction of being split in 

half by the Bosporus, one half being in Europe and the 

other half in Asia – the only city in the world to be 

shared by two continents. 

Its other distinctive feature is that over the last 2,700 

years is has been three different major capital cities.  

Firstly as Byzantium, from the year 657BC and ruled 

by the Greeks until the year 330AD.  That year the 

Roman Emperor Constantine 1st, captured, rebuilt and 

re-inaugurated it to include his name and he called it 

Constantinople. This lasted until the year 1453, when it 

was captured, occupied, and became the capital of the 

Ottoman Empire. 

Since the establishment of modern Turkey in 1923, the 

Turkish name of the city, Istanbul, has replaced the 

name Constantinople in the West. So Turkey was a 

country that had been ruled for nearly 500 years by the 

Ottoman Empire. 

But in 1925 a new leader called Mustapha Kemal took 

over as president and created a new state of 

Modern Turkey - with new rulers and new rules. 

The Turkish people loved him so much for securing 

their freedom, that they added the title of ‘Attaturk’ to 

his name. 

This title is translated as ‘Father of the Turks’ 

One of his first acts was to ban the Turkish people from 

wearing the Fez -  A very strange decision - until you 

know the reason why?       

Putting the ‘Fun’ into Fun-draising - The America Way  “The story of The Shriners"  



ST JAMES’S LODGE NO 448 (cont) 

To Attaturk and his followers, the Fez had been a 

symbol of the Ottoman Empire, and was worn to show 

respect to their rulers. The Turks had been banned by 

the Ottomans from wearing the turban in 1453, and 

ordered to wear the Fez instead. 

But as they were now no longer part of the Ottoman 

Empire, why should the Turkish people continue to 

wear a symbol of the oppression, which the previous 

occupiers had brought them. 

So that only leaves the Arabs, and other Muslims who 

continue to wear the Fez.!! 

Interestingly the fez is also worn at prayer.  Whilst still 

wearing the hat and kneeling on their prayer mat they 

can still touch their forehead onto the floor during their 

devotions, which they have to do several times, during 

their daily ritual!! 

But how many of us are aware that there is a unique 

band of Freemasons in the United States of America, 

totalling over one third of a million, who every week at 

their meetings wear a Fez.  

They do this in order to add more 'Fun’ to the Fun-

draising, adding Frivolity to the Fun, Friendship, and 

Fellowship.  

They enjoy themselves hugely whilst raising enormous 

amounts of money for the Children's Hospitals they 

have built, and now support!!   

They are called ‘The Shriners’, but who have recently 

changed their name, because of their planned 

expansion –  to Shriners International  

Their given name is The Ancient Arabic Order of the 

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, but they are colloquially 

known as Shriners.  

With Red Nose Day being aired annually on TV we see 

lots of pictures of Tommy Cooper wearing his 

traditional Fez!!  

Why was he wearing an Arabian hat?  

Tommy Cooper was born in 1921 and joined the forces 

in 1940. Because of his impressive size they drafted 

him into the Household Cavalry as a Trooper – and so 

he became Cooper the Trooper. 

But before long he was drafted into the entertainment 

division of the RAF called ENSA, who were responsible 

for putting on shows to entertain the troops, who were 

engaged on active service. 

The Acronym ENSA meant Entertainments National 

Service Assoc. But at its inception, it was quite 

amateurish and so it was said to mean, by Spike 

Milligan of course  

ENSA -  Every Night Something Awful  

Tommy Cooper’s family had, and his brother still runs, 

the Magic Shop down in the London. He was brought 

up to perform magic tricks, and became very adept at 

doing so. 

So he was ideal material to join the ENSA division. 

Traditionally Tommy, for comic effect always wore an 

oversize Pith Helmet when going on to do his act. 

At over 6ft 4in in height and 17 stone and wearing his 

pith helmet he looked a comical sight – which was the 

effect he wanted to create before even opening his 

mouth. 

Before he went on stage one evening in Cairo in 1942, 

his Pith Helmet was missing from his props cupboard.  

Upon arriving on stage he immediately leaned forward 

and removed one of the waiter’s hats which of course 

was a Fez, and continued to wear it all evening. 

The appreciation was so huge that he decided in his 

future career to discard his Pith Helmet, and continue 

to wear a Fez. 

Sadly Michael Winner, one of England’s greatest Film 

Directors died in the January 2013. 

On reading his Autobiography last year, I found that 

Tommy Cooper was in the same Freemasons Lodge 

as Michael Winners father George Winner, in the 

1960’s. 

This was in Sheppard’s Bush in London 

I am left wondering if Tommy Cooper was influenced in 

any way by the Shriners. He must have known about 

them in his time as a Freemason, who had travelled 

extensively in the world! 

Sadly Tommy died in 1984, aged 63, so we will 

probably never know! 

 

Bro Noel Maroney 
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DE WARREN LODGE NO 1302 

The recent news that a BBC drama series about the 

‘Cragg Vale Coiners’ is shortly to start production has 

reminded me of the involvement of a few Yorkshire 

Freemasons in the ancient craft of forgery. If you made 

the wise decision to buy the book, ‘Crime and the Craft’ 

written by De Warren member, Mike Neville (available 

from Amazon and all good book sellers!), you will have 

read the bizarre tale of the Yorkshire inventor and 

Freemason, Thomas Denton. According to the 

newspapers of the day, Bro Denton went to the gallows 

in 1789 in a merry mood “as if he had gone to a 

wedding”. 

Along with his friend, John Jones, who may have been 

the same ‘John Jones’ who was also a member of 

Denton’s lodge, the Union Lodge No 504 in York (now 

York Lodge No 236), Denton was sentenced to death 

by hanging  for the treasonous offence of possessing 

implements to make counterfeit coins. His fake coins 

were so well made that they could not be proven to be 

fakes – hence the ‘possession of implements’ charge. 

Bro Denton’s full true story in Mike’s book, which also 

involves robots, an odd device for sexual therapies and 

Nelson’s mistress, Lady Emma Hamilton, is well worth 

the price of the book on its own! 

Incidentally, the last man to be hanged in England for 

the crime of forgery was also a Freemason – Richard 

Harding was a member of the Lodge of Truth No 571 in 

London and was executed in 1805 for forging a playing 

card, the Ace of Spades! The full story of Bro Harding’s 

downfall will be told in Mike’s next book. 

In the mid to late 1700s, the offence of ‘coining’ (i.e. 

‘diminishing’ or ‘clipping’ gold or silver from the edges 

of genuine coins to melt and make into fakes) was 

widespread, particularly in Yorkshire. The ‘Cragg Vale 

Coiners’, one of the most notorious gangs involved, 

was led by ‘King’ David Hartley who was convicted in 

1769 and hanged in York in 1770. Cragg Vale, 

although fairly close to Halifax, was a remote place in 

those days so it suited the coiners well. 

Many coins from other countries, particularly Spain and 

Portugal, were circulating freely in Britain, and these 

were particularly susceptible to tampering. By the 

1770s, it was estimated that gold clippings amounting 

to 9% of the weight of all the gold coins in circulation 

had been melted and turned into fakes with a face 

value of three and a half million pounds  (today’s 

equivalent value is about six BILLION pounds!) . 

So it is not really surprising that, in the late 1760s, 

another group of coiners, who met at the Bacchus 

Tavern in Halifax town centre, came up with the idea of 

forming a Masonic Lodge to conceal the real purpose 

of the regular meetings they organised to exchange 

large quantities of coins. The Bacchus, pictured here in 

its later years, was located in King Street/Cripplegate 

at the bottom of Woolshops and was demolished in 

1937. 

As attempts were 

underway to 

establish the new 

lodge, the members 

of what is now the 

Lodge of Probity No 

61 were getting 

worried and in a 

postscript to a letter 

to Grand Lodge 

dated December 1768, they wrote “We are sorry to 

inform you that a set of persons or people are forming 

themselves in an illegal manner in this town who 

probably may apply for a warrant. We suppose they 

will be a discredit to the fraternity”. Despite this, in 

1769, Grand Lodge granted a warrant to the Bacchus 

Lodge which, in the few years of its existence, was 

numbered 383, then 296 and finally 297. 

One of the first Initiates in the Bacchus Lodge, on 6 

November 1769, was 22-year-old John Cockroft, a 

“woollen manufacturer” of Sand Hall, Highroadwell in 

Halifax. A little over a month later, Bro. Cockroft was 

arrested on suspicion of ‘clipping’ gold guineas and 

was taken to York Castle. Following the sentencing of 

‘King’ David Hartley, the trials of over twenty other 

The Counterfeiters’ Lodge in Halifax! 
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DE WARREN LODGE NO 1302 (cont) 

www.facebook.com/groups/DeWarren       www.dewarrenlodge1302.co.uk 

suspects were postponed and Cockroft was given bail. 

He then successfully evaded the law until 1778 when 

he was committed to Lancaster Castle for trial on a 

charge of forging halfpence coins but luckily for him, he 

was acquitted as a result of a technical flaw in the 

indictment. 

In 1782, he was again caught – ‘red-handed’ this time  

– when, in the words of the prosecutor, “he was 

surprised at Work in his Garret being then edging blank 

Counterfeit Shillings by means of his throw Wheel and 

a File, which he had not time to part with, but on his 

Wife giving the Alarm, he leap’d down at a trap door 

with the File in his Hand, which from its’ being silver’d 

over, plainly shew’d the Business he had been at, and 

indeed the state of his Workboard plainly proved he 

was taken in full Business, for there were no fewer 

than 449 Counterfeit Shillings without Impression 

mostly finished, but some in part finished”. 

The coins were made “in Imitation of old bare shillings 

which have lost their Impression….as these he thought 

pass’d better in general than Counterfeits with an 

Impression upon them….he thought it more safe to 

make them than Counterfeits with Impressions, as they 

required no coining Press Dyes or other Implements 

which would be the means of conviction, if found…. he 

finished them by means of Steel Rollers and a Throw 

Wheel which might be used in Button-making as well 

as in Coining — but not at all applicable to his 

Business of a Woollen Manufacturer”.. 

Bro Cockroft’s  luck appeared to have run out – he was 

found guilty of high treason and sentenced to death – 

but his good fortune had not completely deserted him 

and the sentence was later commuted to transportation 

for life to a government settlement in East Africa.  

Bacchus Lodge again came to the attention of Grand 

Lodge when it made a complaint against ‘The Old 

Cock Lodge’ concerning the ‘un-genteel treatment’ of 

one of their brethren whilst attending a St John’s day 

festival.  There does not seem to have been a Lodge of 

that name, but ‘The Old Cock Inn’, which is still in 

business in the town, is where the Lodge of Probity 

met at the time.  Just what this ‘un-genteel treatment’ 

involved is not clear, but the last of the nine initiations 

into Bacchus Lodge took place in 1776 and it was 

finally erased as being ‘a disgrace to Masonry’ in April 

1783, the year following Bro Cockroft’s conviction. 

 ‘The Old Cock Inn’, pictured here, is also where ‘King’ 

David Hartley was arrested and where, in 1852, a 

group of worthy men formed what became the ‘Halifax 

Permanent 

Benefit 

Building 

Society’ (now 

part of Lloyds 

TSB). Some 

might say that, 

by the year 

2010, ‘The 

Halifax Bank 

of Scotland’ as 

it was then styled, had, possibly through ‘dodgy 

dealings’, incurred a cost to the state even more vast 

than that caused by the coiners! 

‘King’ David Hartley and several other ‘Cragg Vale 

Coiners’ had been arrested, convicted and hanged in 

1769/70 through the work of excise officer William 

Deighton (or Dighton) who was subsequently shot 

dead – allegedly at the instigation of Hartley’s family 

who put a price of 100 guineas on Deighton’s head. 

The murder was committed at a location close to the 

present position of the Blackwall Masonic Hall in Bull 

Close Lane, which is the current home of St John’s 

1736 and used to be the home of De Warren 1302, 

Rokeby 6301 and Heatherstone Savile RA Chapter 

1302 who have all now moved to Southwood. 

One of the men suspected of the murder, Matthew 

Normanton, went on the run, whilst the other man, 

Robert Thomas, was caught but acquitted due to lack 

of evidence.  A witness later came forward who had 

been their ‘look-out’ at the murder and Thomas was 

then convicted of robbing the dead man (he could not 

be re-tried for the murder).   He was hanged in York in 

August 1774 and his body was brought back to Halifax 

and hung in chains on Beacon Hill, overlooking the 

town with his right arm strapped to stretch out with the 

forefinger pointing to the murder site in Bull Close 

Lane. 

Matthew Normanton was captured in 1775 and he too 

was hanged in York and his body hung in chains on 

Beacon Hill next to the rotting corpse of his 

accomplice, Robert Thomas. 

Some of our more sensitive brethren, myself included, 

have had spooky experiences at Blackwall Hall, but, if 

it is haunted, we are not sure if the ghost is the murder 

victim, William Deighton, or Robert Thomas, his 

murderer with the pointing finger! 

Peter J Reeve PPJGW, De Warren 1302 



BEACON LODGE NO 4066  

Brother David Vickers 

On Monday 5 July 2021, our 

dear friend Bro David Vickers 

passed to the Grand Lodge 

above. 

David Vickers was initiated into 

Beacon Lodge 6 March 2014 

and raised 4 December 2014. 

He was also a member of 

Mirfield Chapter 1102 and 

Halifax Mark 706. 

David’s history is a memorable 

one, most notably that in May 

1970 he was unanimously 

elected as Mayor of Worksop, 

During his year together with 

Frances, he took  a special 

interest in youth organisations 

but also other local interests. He 

also continued the policy of his predecessors in 

fostering good relations with local industry.  

Looking back on that Mayoral year, three major events 

stand out. The first was his visit to one of the Royal 

garden parties at Buckingham Palace. The second was 

to receive an invitation from the Master Cutler Mr T H 

Burleigh to the 335th Cutlers' Feast in Sheffield. The 

principal guest being Rt Hon Edward Heath MBE, the 

Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury. The 

following day guests were invited to visit the Atlas 

Works and afterwards lunch. To mix with the highest 

level of society was a wonderful experience for him. He 

was the only Mayor of Worksop to ever receive an 

invitation to the Cutlers' Feast!  

Finally, in late December his son Paul, then only two 

and half years old took the limelight by switching on the 

town's Christmas tree which stood each year on the 

Town Hall steps. He said that he would always 

remember the look of sheer joy on his son’s face when 

those lights came on.  Towards the end of his year of 

office, his daughter Joanne Marie was born on the 23rd  

December. He believed that the town afforded him and 

his family  a great honour and he tried to carry out our 

duties in a way that befitted that honour.  

Moving forward 44 years to when he joined Beacon 

Lodge, there was absolutely no doubt  that his 

commitment to responsibility was evident.  He turned 

up to every practice where he could, he loved ritual and 

the deeper understanding of the ritual. He was 

enquiring but at the same time extremely humble in 

every way.  He progressed through several offices and 

just before the pandemic David was appointed as 

Senior Warden, knowing that subject to the usual 

election process he would be installed as Worshipful 

Master in 2020. This filled David with pride as his father 

had been Worshipful Master of a Lodge before him and 

he was looking forward to such an honour.   

Regrettably, signs of an impending pandemic were 

becoming evident and at the same time David’s health 

was starting to deteriorate.  This however did not 

prevent him attending lodge and practising as hard as 

he possibly could. His knowledge of ritual was  so well 

known that he was asked by the Provincial Grand 

Master to deliver the Ancient Charge at a meeting for 

initiates 

When the lockdown occurred David quite rightly self 

isolated but it was very sad to receive reports that his 

health was further deteriorating. We were in regular 

contact with him during the pandemic and his 

responses were always that he couldn’t wait to be  

Master of the Lodge. Our Charity Steward W Bro 

Burgess was in constant contact with his daughter 

regarding David’s health. 

Sadly David was admitted to hospital in mid June 

suffering a multitude of illnesses from which he never 

recovered and we lost a wonderful Freemason that 

night in July. 

His funeral is to be held at Parkwood Crematorium on 

Wednesday 21 July 2021 at 10.30am. There may be 

limited attendance - please check with W Bro Burgess. 

 

W Bro A J Reece PPGReg 
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BEACON LODGE NO 4066 (cont) 
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My thanks to the Worshipful Master for organising the Zoom meetings keeping all the lodge together and updated 
on a weekly basis. This enabled me to keep the raffles going on our monthly meetings. 

My thanks also to all the brethren of Beacon Lodge for their generosity in these trying times. Through that 
generosity we raised a staggering amount of £1695 on raffles alone! 

We have also donated to various charities that needed and still need our help: 

• Smartmove—a charity which focuses on helping the homeless 

• Calderdale Mountain Search and Rescue  

Together with a successful application for a Provincial grant to a local school for outside equipment. 

 

W Bro Stuart Burgess 

The winner of last issue’s Freemasonry in focus competition 

was W Bro Tobias A Reece PPDepGDC, who wrote: 

“This photo is of my father and I receiving Provincial Honours 

at the Royal Hall Harrogate in May 2019. I was receiving my 

first appointment as ProvGStwd after six years of leaving  the 

chair, and my father was receiving his promotion to PPGReg, 

after five years  since his first appointment.  

This illustrates what Freemasonry means to me as it  shows 

how Freemasonry, irrespective of order, brings my father and I 

together” 

Charity Reflections 

An UGLE Winner 

We are back!! 

Beacon Lodge held its first meeting 1 July 2021 and we are so pleased to be back conducting Masonic business, 

even under COVID secure guidelines. 

Our first duties were to confirm the appointments of Officers for the 2020/21 period. The highlight was the 

presentation of a Grand Lodge certificate to Bro Morris Kusotera who had certainly waited long enough for it! 
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THE LODGE OF HALEZ-FAX NO 4135 

Der spring is sprung, der grass is riz, I wonder where 

dem boidies is? Der little boids is on der wing, ain’t that 

absoid?  Der little wings is on de boid. [‘The Budding 

Bronx’ – try reading it in your head with a heavy New 

York accent – from ‘Verse and Worse’ by Arnold 

Silcock, pub. 1952.] 

And yes the grass is indeed ‘riz’ as it’s now mid-June 

and, in some quarters, high as an elephant’s eye.  All 

around pockets of vibrant green have burst forth from 

our (admittedly blessedly mild) winter of lockdown.  

Pubs have re-opened, most social and communal 

activities have recommenced and, after a grim May, 

even the weather’s turned sunny.   

As a lodge, and as we turn our attention to what will be 

our 60
th
 Zoom meeting next week, the only cloud is 

that it’s not quite over yet.  As I write this, the UK 

government faces a difficult choice in the next few days 

as many people that had anticipated 21
st
 June as 

‘Freedom Day’ (as unwisely described by the media) 

may now find themselves having to wait another month 

before restrictions are fully eased.  Still, for those that 

are football fans, there’s always the Euros to ease the 

pain should the end of lockdown be deferred.  So, 

whilst nearly 130,000 people have unfortunately died 

after diagnosis of Covid 19, it’s a credit to all 

concerned that more than 41 million people in the UK 

have received at least one dose of a coronavirus 

vaccine - part of the biggest inoculation programme the 

country has ever launched – and more than 29 million 

have had a second dose.   

Given the above, we currently plan to meet as a lodge 

more regularly from the end of June and our first ‘lodge 

of instruction’ is planned for the 30
th
 – and we’ll need it, 

I strongly suspect – with formal meetings from July.  

So, whilst all credit must go to W Bro Lee Wilson for 

hosting the weekly Zoom meetings and all our guest 

speakers for their enthusiastic participation, I’m sure it 

will be a blessed relief for all to get back to some form 

of normality, having been ‘in suspension’ since March 

2020.   

Since we’ve been absent from masonic buildings for 15 

months, I anticipate that most lodges will be in a similar 

state to ourselves, and again it’s a credit to our WM, 

Bro Michael Christie and the rest of his team in 

agreeing to maintain their roles from our installation in 

February 2020.  The only notable change to this team 

is that W Bro David Sweeting is now treasurer again, 

after the sad loss of  W Bro Jacobs at the end of 

December 2020.   

The lifting of lockdown restrictions has meant that 

Southwood has re-opened; and I understand that the 

bar is open every week from the date of writing on 

Thursday and Friday evenings with a full re-opening - 

every evening during the week - planned for 21st June, 

notwithstanding the above.  Additionally, I understand 

that the last Sunday lunch held at Southwood was well 

attended, and it’s worth noting that the next one is on 

Father’s Day, 20
th
 June 2021.  All are advised to book 

early to avoid disappointment.   

Lifting of lockdown restrictions has also helped us to re

-start the social calendar, and beginning in July, the 

WM has arranged a lodge trip to the Great Yorkshire 

Show in Harrogate.  For those who are unaware, and 

there won’t be many, the Great Yorkshire Show is an 

agricultural show which takes place on the Great 

Yorkshire Showground in Harrogate annually in July, 

and save world wars, foot-and-mouth disease and 

pandemics, has done so since 1837.  As this will be 

the first lodge outing since late summer 2019, I 

imagine it will feel a bit odd, and there will be a lot of 

catching up to do – we’ll have to get to know each 

other all over again.   

Equally, our lodge centenary, having been deferred 

from November 2020 will now take place in October 

2021, and I’m sure will be a great event.  It’s also worth 

noting that our Ladies Evening, traditionally held on the 

first Saturday in December, is also currently planned to 

take place this year; as it’s within 6 weeks of our 

Centenary, a suitably celebratory evening is planned.  

Details will be forwarded nearer the events for what 

will, I’m sure, be two very enjoyable evenings.   

Der spring is sprung, der grass is riz…..! 
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THE LODGE OF HALEZ-FAX NO 4135 (cont) 

HALYFAX COURT NO 142  

A well deserved promotion 

Many congratulations to W Bro. Lance Milburn, Secretary of Halyfax Court who has been appointed as Provincial 

Grand Secretary for the Province of Lindsey in the Order of Athelstan. 

Finally, and on a personal note, I have entered the 

Overgate Hospice Mountain Bike Challenge, due to 

take place on the 11
th
 July and having been postponed 

from last year.  This may appear somewhat foolish for 

a man of my vintage as the last one back in 2019 took 

me 3 days to recover from, and lockdown hasn’t made 

me any slimmer.  Nevertheless, as I’m sure you’ll 

appreciate, charities have been an unfortunate 

casualty of the pandemic and the lack of income from 

charity shops and events has hurt Overgate 

immensely, so it’s all in a good cause, and donations 

are welcome.  Whilst I don’t expect to see many 

Freemasons on the start line all are welcome to 

participate;  details on the Overgate Hospice website.   

In the meantime, stay safe until we meet again.  

W Bro Steven Wade  

The Chapter hopes its first meeting after lockdown can be held at 6.30pm. on Thursday 22
nd

 of July by 

dispensation in the main lodge room at Southwood. The plan is to tidy up the record of abandoned meetings and 

to prepare for a new member at our October meeting.  

Eulogies will be presented for the 4 members we have so sadly lost during lockdown. We will be delighted to 

receive members of Southwood who are Rose Croix members elsewhere as visitors. 

Enquiries to David Crowther 

rdgill.202@gmail.com 

01422 374508 

RICHARD GILL CHAPTER ROSE CROIX NO. 202 

Summer Meeting 
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A LITTLE EXTRA! 

Brethren, I thought you might be interested in this. My 

good friend, Mike Neville, is a retired Scotland Yard 

DCI and the author of two books, 'Crime and the Craft' 

and 'Sacred Secrets' - and is also a member of De 

Warren 1302 despite being a Lancashire lad! 

Peter Reeve PPJGW 

 

“Brethren  

Over the lockdown, I have given lots of lectures over 

Zoom.  Hopefully, we can soon have face to face 

lectures and I can organise Masonic tours around 

London.   These would be an ideal opportunity to get 

the lodge (with potential candidates and friends) 

together in the summer.     As I live outside London, I 

now run these for groups of 20+ (to make it viable to 

travel in on the train). 

Details of the walks are on my website: 

Masonic Walks London Famous Masons History Crime 

(mike-neville-walks-and-talks.co.uk) 

I am also working on a new Masonic London East End 

Walk - The Krays, Jack the Ripper, Siege of Sidney 

Street and the Elephant Man, together with other 

murders and skulduggery involving Masons. 

If you live some distance away, I can organise Masonic 

weekends - a walk on Friday evening, a walk on 

Saturday morning, a lodge meeting at Gt Queen St or 

social evening on Saturday PM and a Masonic tour of 

the British Museum on Sunday morning.   The 

programme can be adapted to suit your group's needs. 

I am also willing to travel to give my charity lectures.  I 

am working on Book 3, so I have lots more stories of 

wickedness and scandal!  With some "goodie" Masons, 

of course!! 

Warm Regards 

 

Mike Neville 

mrmikeneville@aol.com” 

07415 634613 

‘Widow Twankey’ was invented by a Freemason!  

Actor and playwright, Henry James Byron created the well-known pantomime character 

and introduced her to the world in his burlesque ‘Aladdin or the Wonderful Scamp’ in 

1860.  

Henry was a member of The Maybury Lodge No 969 in London and a distant cousin of 

Lord Byron, the famous romantic poet. One of his ancestors, the 5th Lord Byron, was the 

Grand Master of the Premier Grand Lodge of England from 1747 to 1752, but never 

attended a meeting! 

Last but not least - a new quarterly competition 

The prize is a bottle of wine.  To win the wine and of course be the first to win this new competition, all you need 

to do is to produce the best definitive statement about what Southwood means to you as an individual. 

The entries will be judged on 1 September 2021. 

 

Entries should be submitted using the following address: competition@southwoodclub.co.uk 

Did you know.........? 

Ideas for a  Lodge visit or weekend? 

https://www.mike-neville-walks-and-talks.co.uk/
https://www.mike-neville-walks-and-talks.co.uk/


WEB SITES 

West Riding Craft and Chapter Province:    www.wrprovince.org.uk 

The Rose Croix Yorkshire:         www. rosecroixyorkshire.org.uk 

Mark Master Masons West Yorkshire:     www.westyorksmark.co.uk 

Knights Templar West Yorkshire:  :     www.westyorkskt.co.uk 

Masonic Order of Athelstan (Province of Lindsey) www. athelstan-lindsey.org.uk 

CRAFT LODGES  
 

The Lodge of Probity No 61 
• Meets 3rd Monday every month 
 

Facula Lodge No 4825 
• Meets 2nd Tuesday every month 
 

St James’s Lodge No 448 
• Meets 3rd Tuesday every month 
 
De Warren Lodge No 1302 
• Meets 2nd Monday every month 
 
Beacon Lodge No 4066 
• Meets 1st Thursday every month 
 

The Lodge of Halez-Fax No 4135 
• Meets 4th Wednesday every month 
 

Rokeby Lodge No 6301 
• Meets 4th Friday every month (except 

January—2 meetings in February) 
 
ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS 
 

Sincerity No 61 
• Meets 1st Monday in February, July, January  

and December 
 

Regularity No 448 
• Meets last Thursday in  March, September and 

November and the 2nd Thursday in June 
 

Heatherstone and Saville Chapter No 1302 
• Meets 1st Tuesday April, May, January and 

November 
 
ROSE CROIX 
 

Richard Gill Chapter Rose Croix No. 202  
• Meets 3rd Thursday in March, June and 

January 
 
ROYAL ARK MARINERS LODGES 
 

Fearnley Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No 58 
• Meets 3rd Wednesday June, August and 

November 
 

MARK MASTER MASON LODGES 
 

Halifax Lodge of Mark Master Masons No 706 
• Meets 2nd Wednesday in January, March, 

September and November 
 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR PRECEPTORY 
 

Salamanca No 21 
• Meets second Thursday in March , May, 

September (Malta meeting) and November 
 

MASONIC ORDER OF ATHELSTAN 
 

Halyfax Court No 142 
• Meets third Tuesday February, May and 

September 

For bookings contact Viki Shaw on 
01422 320832 

www.southwoodhalifax.com 

www.facebook.com/southwood 
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