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NEWS FROM THE SOUTHWOOD BOARD 

After the festive period the activity at Southwood has 

been mainly the installation season and a number of 

outside events. Whilst there are a number of events 

booked for the coming year it is important to promote 

the building for the lucrative commercial lettings. 

One activity which it was felt should be increased was 

advertising the building and its facilities, especially with 

regards to social media. The Directors along with the 

Bromleys and Viki have been working with an outside 

consultant with the aim of increasing the profile of 

Southwood. The early indications are that this is 

beginning to achieve more enquiries and it is hoped 

that more bookings will be achieved. 

The overheads of the building are expensive and rising 

due to the current economic climate and therefore 

commercial activity is essential and we would ask all 

members to promote the building to their friends and 

relatives wherever possible. One positive point is that 

Southwood fixed its energy costs last year for 3 years 

therefore ensuring we have not been caught by the 

current energy price rises due to the situation in the 

Ukraine.  There are of course other increases in our 

costs and every effort is being made to keep them 

down to a minimum.  

The usual heating problems have occurred once again 

this winter and the Board have made efforts to deal 

with the problem of the heating being off in the main 

temple or lately the bar. The Directors are working to 

resolve these issues and have a contractor looking at 

the whole system and what needs doing. This is not 

the first contractor who has been asked to sort the 

problem and the others have failed to come up with a 

solution, so we hope that this contractor is more 

successful. The system is currently open to anyone 

“fiddling” with the controls and the heating has been left 

on overnight which considering the cost of gas is not 

an ideal situation. Hopefully a new system of controls 

and changes to the system will set us up for the winter 

ahead. 

Our first gardener/handyman has had to leave us 

through ill health and we have now employed another 

gentleman who has made a wonderful start with the 

garden. I am sure you will all notice a difference and it 

makes a good impression to those viewing the building 

for a special event. 

Whilst it is quite clear that the Masonic activity is 

beginning to get to the pre-pandemic levels there are 

some lodges and side degrees which have suffered 

from a lack of attendance. As I write I am aware that 

there has been a resurgence of the virus in some 

areas, and we must maintain our vigilance. The 

caterers have supported the lodges by keeping the 

minimum dining number to 12 whilst I am aware that at 

other buildings the minimum number is much higher. 

We must support the caterers as much as we can.    

In the last newsletter I requested for someone to come 

forward to coordinate visiting between the lodges with 

the view of increasing the numbers attending regular 

lodge meetings and the festive boards. This was 

suggested by the members at the AGM but 

unfortunately no one has contacted me, I would 

therefore make a final request that the idea is taken 

forward by someone and if they do  contact me I will 

provide as much assistance as I can. 

Finally, I trust you enjoy your freemasonry and that if 

you have any questions about Southwood please 

contact your Director/Representative or please call me. 

David Sweeting 

Company Secretary 
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We are still living in challenging times which is particularly affecting the hospitality sector in general. In order to 

improve our standing within the industry there is new marketing material available for members to utilise and 

circulate wherever possible to spread the word. Please endeavour to like and share any social media posts which 

you may come across, in particular reaching out to people who are unaware of our beautiful Southwood.  

The 20th March saw it's first Southwood wedding fayre and open day of the year which 

was a particularly successful event. I was able to show interested parties the charms and 

benefits of the venue which resulted in a booking on the day,  and several couples 

requesting private appointments. This was a very positive reflection and reward for all the 

hard work which went into organising the event and was helped by the good weather - not 

to mention the complimentary Prosecco! 

Date for the diary - Sunday 29th May 2022. Afternoon tea for members, guests and the public alike. Please book 

early to avoid disappointment.  

If any members have a private function in mind please contact me as usual.  

If you catch sight of our new gardener and handyman Darren around, please say hello and make him welcome.  

Viki x  

Manager’s Moments 

I attended the Provincial Grand Lodge membership 

seminar held at Brighouse Sat 5th March, attended by 

12 other Membership Officers from West Yorkshire. I 

found the meeting rewarding in the sense that it 

brought me up to date on some obvious points which I 

should already know, and gave other hints that were 

valuable. I have made these notes which are intended 

to be read in association with the new Members 

Pathway Booklet and the PGL and particularly the 

UGLE websites, b.ugle.org.uk/membership  

The following is a short report of that meeting, my 

personal observations only. If I have attributed remarks 

from the speakers inaccurately the responsibility is all 

mine not theirs and I apologise.  The meeting 

reassured me the Provincial Grand Lodge are acutely 

aware of membership issues and that a lot of work has 

taken place recently. 

The meeting was arranged by Jonathan Cole, and we 

received talks from Chris Maudsley (Prov MO), and 

David Austin (Deputy Prov MO) in which they 

explained in detail the 26 threads of the outer hub of 

the cyclical diagram cf. pg. 51 of the Autumn issue of 

FMT and the updated Members' Pathway Quick Start 

Guide booklet. The summing up was given by Jim 

Watson PGReg i/c membership. Thanks to all for their 

time and efforts. 

David Archer started by reminding us that the Lodge 

Membership Officer is now a collared Office to be 

placed between Charity Officer and Mentor on the 

Lodge summons/hierarchy.  The new PGM's priority is 

membership. 

Some hints;  

Members who had resigned  ; give them a reason for 

giving Freemasonry another chance. 

Use the QR code to get on the website or 

visit  b.ugle.org.uk/membership  ( - this is not a 

google accessed website). 

E.g. The members' Pathway: level 3 contains examples 

of Lodge Information Sheets and candidates' profiles.  

Form in your own Lodge a Lodge membership team of 

the WM, Mentor, Almoner, DC. MO, Sec. etc 

Unsponsored Enquiries 

NB. QSG = Quick Start Guide Members' Pathway 

Booklet 

1. Produce a lodge outline or plan. Are we willing to 

do things differently? Cf. pg 11 of the pathway quick 

start guide  2.  What is the health of the lodge. Do we 

have declining numbers? 3. Any special features in our 

history, lodge interests? 4. what  are the present 

members' expectations? 5. what is attractive about our 

lodge for new members? 6. Costs. 7. Lodge culture in 

terms of dress code, hierarchy, democracy in the 

lodge. 8. What is important to the members of the 

lodge ? 9. and 10 what is important to a new or joining 

member and what are his needs? 

Membership Matters 



www.southwoodhalifax.com www.facebook.com/southwoodhalifax 

Look at the red and green factors on the website 

b.ugle.org.uk/membership Members' Pathway Level 

3 PLAN >Lodge Planning> What are we? , particularly 

Red - What do we need to stop doing? Green - things 

we want to continue doing, Amber - things we want to 

start doing. Use the same section to do a SWOT 

analysis again of the lodge.   

Chris Maudsley suggested that after this the lodge 

produce an action plan.  

Now every toast except one and two can de done at a 

festive Board with non-Freemasons present. A Lodge 

website MUST be kept up to date. Funding will be 

given to Lodges on a matched basis up to £200 for 

membership initiatives. In 2021 600 unsponsored 

(website) enquiries were received for West Yorkshire, 

of which 228 proved positive (on the new UGLE digital 

marketing website). Membership was still 1500 down 

now as opposed to 4 years ago. 

The handling of the allocation of Unsponsored 

Enquiries by PGL was explained - great care is taken 

to show no bias. it is OK to sort enquiries by the 

proposed candidate's preferred night and home 

location, as well as other criteria. 

I hope this is helpful. 

 

Malcolm Priestley PPJGW 

MO for Southwood and Beacon Lodge. 

Southwood Gardening 

As you all know the Summer House at Southwood has been modified to store all our gardening gear by putting 

some good strong doors on the front and getting an electricity supply out there. Unfortunately the roof leaks like a 

sieve. Classic design, flat roof with a parapet wall and a tiny little outlet that blocks up at the drop of a leaf. The 

roof fills up like a paddling pool every time it rains and when it’s not raining it fills with leaves. Rain has to go 

somewhere!!  

Well after 35 years of neglect we needed to solve the 

problem. First of all was to dig a foot deep of compost out 

of the roof. Then a nice timber frame on top of the parapet 

giving you a nice slope of around 1 in 90 front to back. 

Top that with some wriggly tin sheets overlapped on top 

and amazingly enough it’s now nice and dry in there. 

Perfect headquarters for storing all our gardening gear 

and base camp for anyone who needs an escape from 

the wife to come and tidy up our potentially beautiful 

gardens. I enjoyed myself on my own for a day or so but it was a missed 

opportunity for a whole gang of us to get together and have the crack whilst 

supporting our club.  

There’s always the coming spring and summer if anyone feels the need to expand their gardening or DIY skills. 

We have lots of other projects to help keep the rents down, just get in touch. 

Similarly, if anyone has any well rotted horse muck they want rid of then our gardener at Southwood would be 

extremely grateful.  

I have a trailer and a towbar  if we need to collect but delivery would be even better. 

 

W Bro Martin Longbottom PPGReg 
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ST JAMES’S LODGE NO 448 

It has been almost three years in the making but we finally succeeded in raising Brother Allan Smith to the 

sublime degree of a Master Mason. 

Bro Smith's ceremony was delayed due to covid and then sickness but the wait was worth it. A superb raising led 

by the Worshipful Master (Tony Mackrell ) supported by Junior Warden (Kay Olutayo) who explained the tools and 

the Senior Warden ( Ian Lister ) who gave the charge. W Bro Akhtar explained the secrets in the 3rd degree, with 

W Bro Harker delivering an excellent traditional history. 

The ceremony was supported by brethren from 11 different lodges across the Province including two 

representatives of the Company of Past Provincial Stewards. 

A great night was had by all. 

Congratulations Bro Smith on your raising.  

 

 

A Third Degree 

My best friend Jimmy Batt and his wife nee. Fiona 

Cumming-Bell, moved to live in Brighouse from 

Huddersfield  

Fiona was one of the last Debutantes to be presented 

to HM The Queen in 1958 

They had bought a house on Daisy Road which they 

had bought from Joseph Kagan, who had moved to 

Barkisland Hall in Elland.   

This was where I met up with Joe Kagan for the first 

time? 

When Fiona Batt's sister who was Anne Cumming-Bell 

( and then of course Lady Anne Manners, the Duchess 

of Rutland ) died even though by that time she was 

divorced – she had requested to be buried at her 

former home of Belvoir Castle !  

So no doubt we will visit the grave, when we call at the 

Castle this weekend  

She was the one, who with Fiona, bred Long Haired 

Miniature Dachshunds, which the Queen saw, when 

she stayed at the Castle with them, and 

asked if she could have a pair - which eventually 

became - many! 

We had a pair from the same breed - but didn’t know 

about the Queens connection until later - but weren't 

allowed to tell anyone their provenance  

Tony Blackburn, the DJ found out from some source 

that the Queen had added these dogs to her 

Corgi's, and he bought one - but then announced 

on his radio programme that his dog was related to the 

Queens 

The Duke and Duchess were furious with him and let it 

be known to him personally! 

A Solicitor’s letter was send with a threat to take the 

matter further as he had promised them he would not 

disclose the provenance  

Surprisingly the main dogs that the Queen has these 

days, are actually known as Dorgis? 

These are crossbreeds, between Corgis and 

Dachshunds  

So things like that happen, in the most unlikely places 

in the UK  

The Royal Corgis - Noel Maroney 



Masonic Connections – Halifax’s All Souls’ Church and ‘Diesel’ Engines,  

DE WARREN LODGE NO 1302 

The plaque pictured, which is on 

the plinth of the statue of Colonel 

Edward Akroyd outside All Souls’ 

Church in Haley Hill, Halifax, 

depicts the laying of the church 

foundation stone on April 25th, 

1856. Note the gentleman wearing 

the Freemason's apron on the left - 

he is W Bro Richard Carter, who 

was the Worshipful Master of The 

Lodge of Probity No 61 at the time.  

On that day, the Lodge of Probity, with visitors from 15 

other Lodges, was opened in the 2nd Degree at the 

Old Cock Inn, Halifax and the brethren then processed 

through the town in Masonic dress to Haley Hill, led by 

the 'Haley Hill Sax-horn Band'. What a splendid sight 

that must have been! 

After a service of Consecration by the Bishop of Ripon, 

Colonel Akroyd laid the foundation stone in the North 

East corner. W Bro Carter then tested it with the 

Square, and Henry Edwards, the Senior Warden, and 

James Fielding, Junior Warden, tested it with the Level 

and Plumb-rule. Having pronounced the stone duly and 

properly laid, the Master “in accordance with the 

immemorial rites and usages of our antient Fraternity” 

poured on corn, wine and oil “as emblems of 

abundance and plenty”. 

After returning to the Old Cock Inn and closing the 

Lodge, 52 brethren then enjoyed a banquet provided 

"with great taste and liberality at the sole expense of 

Col Akroyd" (those were the days!) and the evening 

was spent "in much harmony and convivial enjoyment". 

Edward Akroyd, who was appointed an honorary 

Colonel in the 4th West Yorkshire rifle volunteers in 

1870 – the year that De Warren 1302 was founded - 

spent £100,000 on building All Souls’ Church and also 

paid to build St Stephen’s church in Copley, Halifax 

along with many other philanthropic projects in the 

town. These included building good quality housing for 

the workers at his mills in Boothtown and Copley. The 

Boothtown housing development is named ‘Akroydon’. 

Edward’s wealth came via his father, Jonathan, from 

the success of the worsted manufacturers, James 

Akroyd and Sons. James was Edward’s grandfather, 

and he was initiated into the Lodge of Probity No 61 in 

1816. Edward himself was proposed and approved for 

membership of the Lodge in 1876, two years after 

retiring as the town’s Whig Member of Parliament but, 

perhaps as a result of ill-health following a fall from his 

horse, his initiation never took place. 

After his death in 1887, fifteen thousand townsfolk 

gathered to mourn at Edward’s funeral, and he was 

laid to rest in the family mortuary chapel in the All 

Souls’ cemetery in Haley Hill. Although he had 

inherited estate of £1.75m forty years earlier, some of 

his overseas investments had fared badly and he left 

estate valued at only a little over £1,200. 

When All Souls’ Church was completed in 1859, just 3 

years after the foundation stone was laid, the first bride 

to be married in the church was Edward’s sister, Mary 

Ann (known as Ann). Her husband was a Scotsman 

named Charles Stuart. The couple settled in 

Boothtown in Halifax and, in 1864, their first son, 

Herbert Akroyd Stuart, was born. And it is to Halifax-

born Herbert Akroyd Stuart, who followed his maternal 

grandfather into Freemasonry aged only 23, that the 

World owes the credit for the invention of what we now 

call the ‘diesel’ engine.  

I won't go into the detail of engine design here (mainly 

because I don’t understand it!) but suffice it to say that 

in 1886, after four years of experimenting, Herbert built 

his first prototype ‘hot bulb’ or ‘heavy oil’ engine and 

filed his first patent at the young age of just 22. Further 

patents for improved designs were filed in 1890 and it 

is the fuel injection system outlined in these patents - 

known as 'solid injection' - which is used by most 

modern 'diesel' engines.  
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On the other hand, Dr Rudolf Diesel’s first patent, filed 

in 1893 in Berlin, was for an engine that burned coal 

dust rather than oil and his first prototype blew up and 

nearly killed him! 

In 1891, Herbert licensed Richard Hornsby & Sons of 

Grantham to build his engines under the name of 

the ‘Hornsby - Akroyd Patent Oil Engine’. They went on 

to build and sell over 45,000 engines, many before 

Rudolf Diesel had built his first working prototype.  

Herbert and his associates also built the first ever 

‘diesel’ car; the first ever ‘diesel’ locomotive; supplied 

the ‘diesel’ engines to generate electricity to illuminate 

the Statue of Liberty and to power Marconi's first 

transatlantic radio transmissions. He also invented the 

tracked vehicle, now known as the ‘caterpillar tractor’, 

of which over 500 were built from 1915 to 1918 and 

used to tow large guns. 

Before he died in February 1927 at the Australian 

home he bought for his retirement, which he had 

named 'Akroydon' in a clear tribute to the town of his 

birth and his Akroyd forbears, Herbert left instructions 

that his body was to be taken back to Halifax for burial 

in the family grave at All Souls' cemetery in Haley Hill. 

The burial took place in May 1927. 

He also left substantial funds and instructions for a set 

of stained glass windows to be made and installed in 

All Souls' Church in memory of his mother which were 

unveiled by his sister in 1929. As you'll see from the 

accompanying photos, the windows display clear 

Masonic symbolism. 

For at least 34 years from 1887 to 1921 (which is the 

year of the last publicly available UGLE registers), both 

Herbert and his brother, Charles, were members of 

Cama Lodge No 2105, meeting in Hampton Court, 

Middlesex. The Lodge closed in 2004. 

Please remember, brethren - that engine is an 'Akroyd' 

not a 'Diesel'! 

 

Peter J Reeve, PPJGW 
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DE WARREN LODGE NO 1302 (CONTINUED) 

Did you know.........? 

 

.....the origin of the phrase "paint the town red" was a rowdy, wild night out organised by a Freemason 

back in 1837?  

In the early hours of an April morning, Henry Beresford, 3rd Marquess of Waterford and his fox-hunting 

friends arrived in Melton Mowbray at the Thorpe End Tollgate after drinking all day at Croxton races. 

When the tollkeeper asked to be paid before opening the gate, they seized brushes and pots of paint 

left nearby by workmen and painted the tollkeeper red. They then did the same to a policeman who 

intervened and went on to drunkenly rampage through the town randomly painting  property and 

people red.  

The Marquess was a member of Apollo University Lodge No 357 - but we're not recommending that you 

emulate his behaviour, brethren! 
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BEACON LODGE NO 4066  

Beacon Lodge Centenary 

We are all concerned about what is happening in Ukraine, no less than young Austin 

aged 3 ½ who with assistance from his grandad alias Daddad spent the morning making 

a collection box. Daddad made the box and Austin cut out all the Ukrainian flags then 

stuck them all over the collecting box.  

The box was placed on the bar at 

Southwood in the hope that anyone using 

the bar will find it a great idea to raise some 

well needed cash to support all those poor 

people that have been displaced by the 

situation. The plan was to leave it on the 

bar for maybe a couple of weeks then send 

the contents to the National Disaster 

Emergency Committee fund. Austin was even coincidentally dressed in the Ukrainian 

flag colours; how’s that for solidarity!!! 

Thank you for your generosity . The final total from the Ukrainian appeal box was £160 

which will be forwarded to the DEC appeal. 

 

W Bro Martin Longbottom PPGReg 

Brother Morris Kusotera was unveiled a 

couple of weeks ago as one of the four 

non executive directors of Aruua Hill 

sports club which is 6th in the Uganda 

Premier league. Uganda has a population 

of 48 million people. 

The President of the Republic of LIBERIA 

His Excellency George Weah and Her 

Excellency Vice - President Jewel 

Howard-Taylor have been invited by Arua 

Hill SC Chairman Engineer Joel A’ita 

Jaffer to attend the opening ceremony of 

Arua Hill Stadium and Business Park. 

Eng. Joel who visited LIBERIA on the 

invitation of Honourable Chief Dr Jewel 

Howard-Taylor as a guest of the Vice-

President for an investment exploration 

confirmed the development to Arua Hill 

Sports Club.  

 

Congratulations Morris,  

Young Austin and Ukraine ,  



BEACON LODGE NO 4066 (CONT) 

Cuppa Anyone? 

Brother Jason Garland, along with his 

sons will be attempting the Yorkshire 

Three Peaks Challenge on Friday 20 

May 2022 to raise awareness of 

PAPYRUS.  

Donations can be made using the QR 

code on the form or below. 

Bro Garland may be contacted by 

phone at 07811 368277 or by email at 

jpgorc@yahoo.co.uk 

You can find out more about the work 

of the charity by visiting www.papyrus-

uk.org 

Three Blokes Three Peaks Challenge,  

As part of Beacon’s ongoing support to the local 

communities we have produced a series of personalised 

mugs which will be delivered to  voluntary services and 

other organisations that will benefit the most. 

In addition, we hope that the mugs will contribute towards 

our membership campaign for Beacon and Southwood. 

They will also be on sale at Southwood for a very 

reasonable £5. 



THE LODGE OF HALEZ-FAX NO 4135 

A Report by W Bro Steve Wade  

“I wandered lonely as a cloud that floats on high o’er 

vales and hills, when all at once I saw a crowd: a host, 

of golden daffodils”, and as I write, we’re most of the 

way through March and the hosts of golden daffodils 

(or at least, narcissus) are in full bloom.   

At this time of year, there’s always a dark cloud 

amongst those that ‘float on high’.  Ironically (it wasn’t 

planned like that, surely?) and on the very day that all 

domestic Covid restrictions were eased in the UK - 

travellers had to wait another 3 weeks - Russia invaded 

Ukraine.  As the Russians themselves would say, 

“Ба́ры деру́тся -- у холо́пов чубы́ треща́т”, which 

I’ve been advised means “when the rich make war it's 

the poor that die”.  On week four of Ukraine’s solid but 

under-resourced defence against one of the largest 

armed forces in the world, and one who’s ‘playbook’ is 

to indiscriminately shell civilians from a safe distance, 

whoever’s side you’re on there’s not much to disagree 

with in that sentiment.   

All conflicts have individual acts of heroism, and this 

has two of some significance; Volodymyr Zelensky, 

when he could have taken the money and either cut & 

run or hid in a bunker, stayed at considerable personal 

risk to unite and lead the country in the eyes of the 

world.  By contrast, Vladimir Putin, who has probably 

redrawn the map of Europe in a way unintended and 

quite possibly handed most of the Baltic states and 

Eastern Europe back to the West, although how that 

will play out remains to be seen.     

Whatever the outcome of Russia’s actions in terms of 

territory, it’s put the country back decades in terms of 

credibility with the West and destroyed the economy 

such that millions of Russians will pay a high price for 

at least a generation, and quite possibly several.  

They’ll pay in other ways, too; uncounted thousands of 

bodybags will be returned to grieving Russian parents; 

“when the rich make war it's the poor that die”.   

Focusing on Freemasonry as one aspect of the 

conflict, immediately before the war started there were 

14 Lodges operating under the jurisdiction of the Grand 

Lodge of Ukraine and were located in Kiev, Lviv, 

Odessa, Ivano-Frankivsk, Drohobych, Zaporizhia, 

Kharkiv and Chernivtsi – names now familiar to us from 

the daily news bulletins.  The Grand Lodge of Ukraine 

is recognised by UGLE and as brethren, our thoughts 

must also go to the Freemasons of Ukraine.  Should 

the Russians take the country, I suspect that no lodges 

will survive; dictatorships abhor ideological competition.   

The ‘Masonic Peace Memorial’ was dedicated to the 

several thousand Freemason that were killed during 

World War 1; it subsequently became ‘Freemason’s 

Hall’ in 1939 at the outset of World War 2 and remains 

a monument to peace, soberly recognising the horrors 

of war.  That there is again war in Europe after so long 

is an appalling travesty.   

On a lighter and much more domestic note, that week 

(my, but it was a busy week) also saw our W Bro. Tony 

Browne installed into the chair of king Solomon.  Such 

a brutally simple summary does no justice to the 

events that took place in the Lodge that day.  It’s often 

been said that getting into the chair is the easy bit and 

getting out is much harder, but  Mike Christie did a 

masterful job of handing the reins over to his successor 

and, having had two years in the chair, no doubt 

completed the task with some relief.   

The event was well attended by masons from many 

different lodges; also in attendance was W Bro Michael 

Dyson PSGD, Assistant Provincial Grand Master of 

Province of Yorkshire West Riding escorted by Grand 

and Provincial Officers and the Provincial DC.  At the 

festive board, W Bro A. Dyson admitted that he was 

influential in introducing W Bro Tony Browne into 

Freemasonry, and so provided a serendipitous link 

between present and past.  . Browne confirmed those 

comments in a subsequent and well considered 

response.  Altogether, a fine evening and one for which 

the lodge subsequently drew favourable comment.   

W Bro Browne has fixed a social calendar and we 

understand that certain events are planned for the near 

future; we have a visit to The Lodge of Probity No. 61 

in late March, a weekend away planned in Liverpool for 

the end of May and a possible member’s only weekend 

in October, so we’ve plenty of things to look forward to 

as a lodge.  Reports on these events will follow.    

So, finally, many thanks for reading thus far.  I suspect, 

for those few of you still awake, that we’ll be knocking 

on the door of Easter by the time you read this, so 

‘Happy Easter’ and go easy on the vodka.   



FACULA LODGE NO 4825 

A Treat for Whitehill Community Academy 

Further to the item published in the December 21 issue 

of the ‘Southwood Newsletter’ that our Worshipful 

Master Andy Parkin has been raising money this last 

12 months for a good cause The Whitehill Community 

Academy in Halifax where both his children Louis and 

Holly had attended.  

The school had suffered various acts of vandalism 

which had caused damaged to equipment which 

required replacement. 

The school yard and playing field area had been 

subjected for some time to vandalism, and many of the 

items bought for the children to use in those areas 

were damaged beyond repair. 

Andy and the Lodge have been raising money to 

replace it. 

Andy’s wish in liaison with the Head Master Mr Jimmy 

Sayles was to put any  money raised towards an 

interactive sound board, which the children could use 

in play and learn at the same time. 

Andy raised just short of £1000 through cake sales that 

his wife Jo and  other Facula ladies had baked and 

bought. He made up the shortfall to the £1000 mark 

and approached Mr Sayles with the news.  

He informed Andy that in the previous week the 

school’s defibrillator had been serviced but had been 

condemned. After a quick chat between Andy and Mr 

Sayles and a vote amongst the Brethren of Facula it 

was decided that the money raised should instead be 

donated to the school in order to purchase a new 

defibrillator ensuring that the students, teachers and 

any visitors to the school are able to access the 

equipment should the need arise . 

 

The Worshipful Master presenting the cheque to Mr 

Sayles 

A Much Needed Night Out! 

 

The members of Facula Lodge enjoyed a much needed night out on the 12th of February at The Moorlands Inn. 

This was the first none Masonic get together of the Brethren since the start of the Covid Pandemic. 

Wives, partners and friends were invited and an enjoyable evening was had with nice food along with a few 

(expensive) drinks were enjoyed by all. 

It was great for all to see everyone's friendly faces again, and many of the wives and partners explained how they 

had missed such events over this last two years! 

You will all be pleased to hear that Bro Derek Fermoyle is recovering nicely from the open wallet surgery that he 

underwent that evening ! 
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ROKEBY LODGE  NO 6301 

At the last AGM of the Association in November 2021, 

David Wadsworth (Junior Warden of Rokeby Lodge) 

was elected Treasurer of the Association. He joined 

fellow Lodge member and current Worshipful Master 

Neill Smith on the Executive Committee of the 

Association, Neill having been the Membership 

Secretary and Area 2 representative for several years. 

As many of you will know, the Association exists to 

provide extra comfort and a range of social, leisure and 

entertainment facilities for the residents of Connaught 

Court, the RMBI care home in York. The Association is 

a registered charity entirely independent of the RMBI 

and consists of freemasons from the three Provinces 

served by the home, namely Yorkshire West Riding, 

Yorkshire North and East Ridings and Lincolnshire. 

The Association raises funds to provide the residents 

with those extras which enhance their quality of life, 

and which are outside the remit of the RMBI, such as a 

specialist mini-bus, televisions, computers, sound 

systems and specialist furniture, together with ongoing 

funding for regular entertainments. 

Funds are raised through donations from Lodges and 

individuals, and from the annual Summer Fair. Due to 

the COVID shutdown, it has not been possible to hold 

the Summer Fair for the last couple of years, but we 

are pleased to announce that the Summer Fair is back 

for 2022!  

It will be held on Saturday 10 September 2022 in the 

grounds of Connaught Court, and the Provincial Grand 

Master James Newman has agreed to open the Fair. 

Tickets for the Summer Fair are currently being 

distributed throughout the three Provinces for sale to 

members. 

If any Lodges or side degrees would like to provide a 
stall at the Summer Fair, please contact Neill Smith or 
David Wadsworth for more details. 

The Association of Friends of Connaught Court 

CHAPTER OF REGULARITY NO 448 

Many congratulations to David Wadsworth who has been appointed as Past Grand Standard 

Bearer in Supreme Grand Chapter. The appointment will take place at Freemasons Hall on 

Thursday 28 April 2022.  David is one of four new appointments in the Province this year. 

Now semi-retired, he has been a Chartered Accountant for over 45 years, and from 1985 to 

2015 was the Financial Director of a financial services business based in Harrogate.  

His history in Freemasonry: 

• Initiated into Rokeby Lodge No 6301 in 1982, he became Master in 1992, and was 

appointed PPSGD in 1999. He is currently Junior Warden in the lodge.  

• Elected President of the Halifax & District Installed Masters Association in 2001, helping to raise £5,000 for 

the MacMillan Cancer Unit Appeal at Calderdale Royal Hospital.  

• Exalted into the Chapter of Regularity No 448 in 1986, becoming First Principal in 1994 and again in 2005, 

2006, 2018 and 2019, continuing in that office (because of the COVID pandemic) until 2021, and looking 

forward to finally installing his successor in 2002. 

• Appointed acting Provincial Grand Registrar in the Royal Arch in 2000, serving on the Grand 

Superintendent’s Installation Panel during 2002 and 2003, promoted to PPGSN in 2005, and currently a 

Chapter Liaison Officer for Area 2.  

Being an accountant, it comes as no surprise that he has served his time as Treasurer in both Craft and Chapter 

and is currently Treasurer of the Association of Friends of Connaught Court, having been elected in 2021. 

A Well Deserved Appointment to Supreme Grand Chapter 



Dear Sir and Brother  

The President, David Menebhi, invites you to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Halifax & District Installed 

Masters Association.  

As agreed at the Half Yearly Meeting of the association, this will be held at Southwood Masonic Hall, Halifax, on 

Thursday 21st April 2022.  

Prior to the meeting a meal will be provided at 6:30pm prompt, after which the business of the evening will be 

conducted.  

Drinks will be available from 6:00pm  

If you wish to dine, or give apologies, please email your return to the secretary no later than the 14th of 

April 2022.  

Sincerely & Fraternally Yours  

Robert W Bastow, PPJGW Secretary Halifax & District IMA  

 Agenda  

 

1. To open the meeting and welcome visitors and new representatives.  

2. Bereavements  

3. Roll call of Lodges / Apologies for absence  

4. Minutes of the Half Year meeting, held on 21st October 2021.  

5. Matters arising  

6. Treasurer’s report  

7. To read correspondence and transact any business arising therefrom  

8. Retiring Presidents report  

9. Investiture of President and Vice Presidents. President. W Bro. Clive Hawkins De Warren Lodge No. 1302, 

S.V.P. W Bro. Martin Moorhouse Studley Lodge No. 6364 & J.V.P. W Bro. Jamal Akhtar St. James’s Lodge 

No. 448.  

10. To present a Past President’s Jewel to W Bro. David K Menebhi  

11. To invest officers of the association  

12. Guest speaker - W Bro. Rod Taylor PAGDC, PPSGW of Beverlonian Lodge No. 9084 who will give a talk 

entitled ‘A Tale of two glasses’.  

13. Any other business  

14. Date and Venue of next meeting.  

15. Close the meeting.  

HALIFAX & DISTRICT INSTALLED MASTERS ASSOCIATION 

Annual General Meeting 



Salamanca Knights Templar (KT) Preceptory No. 21 meets at Southwood, four 

times a year on the second Thursday in March (Installation), May, September and 

November. We usually practice on the first Thursday of these months. We are a 

bit unusual in that we eat (the famous Salamanca High Tea) before the Meeting 

at 6.00pm, with the actual Meeting starting at 7.00pm. This also means that the 

evening completes earlier. 

The Preceptory had its Installation Meeting on Thursday 10th March 2022 when 

Kt Andrew Parkin (from Facula Craft Lodge which meets at Southwood) was 

Installed as Eminent Preceptor. We are looking forward to another good year 

under his leadership. 

The Preceptory had some sad news recently with the death of E Kt Robin Whittam who had been ill for some 

time. He will be sadly missed and fondly remembered. 

The Preceptory remains in good heart and is always looking for new members so any Chapter Companions who 

are interested should call me or send me an email. (John Davis  01924 469475 , email -

johndavis66@virginmedia.com). 

The Order has the most spectacular regalia of any Freemasonry Order and this also includes a sword, so if you 

are also interested in the history of the Order and Knights Templar, dressing up, playing with swords (including 

drill) and want to join a very friendly, inclusive and welcoming Preceptory give me a call or send me an email. 

Regards 

 

John Davis 

SALAMANCA PRECEPTORY NO 21 - KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
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MARK MASONS HALL 

• Mark Master Masons 

• Royal Ark Mariners 

• Knights Templar 

• Knights of Malta 

• Red Cross of Constantine  

• Royal & Select Masters 

• Allied Masonic Degrees 

• Order of the Secrete Monitor 

• Scarlet Cord 

• Knights Beneficent of the Holy City 

Mark Mason’s Hall is the administrative headquarters of ten Orders in Freemasonry: These are listed below. To 

find out more about any of these please visit www.markmasonshall.org. 

mailto:johndavis66@virginmedia.com


WEB SITES 

West Riding Craft and Chapter Province:    www.wrprovince.org.uk 

The Rose Croix Yorkshire:         www. rosecroixyorkshire.org.uk 

Mark Master Masons West Yorkshire:     www.westyorksmark.co.uk 

Knights Templar West Yorkshire:  :     www.westyorkskt.co.uk 

Masonic Order of Athelstan (Province of Lindsey) www. athelstan-lindsey.org.uk 

CRAFT LODGES  
 

The Lodge of Probity No 61 
• Meets 3rd Monday every month 
 

Facula Lodge No 4825 
• Meets 2nd Tuesday every month 
 

St James’s Lodge No 448 
• Meets 3rd Tuesday every month 
 
De Warren Lodge No 1302 
• Meets 2nd Monday every month 
 
Beacon Lodge No 4066 
• Meets 1st Thursday every month 
 

The Lodge of Halez-Fax No 4135 
• Meets 4th Wednesday every month 
 

Rokeby Lodge No 6301 
• Meets 4th Friday every month (no meeting 

April) Installation 1st Saturday in February 
with regular meeting 4th Friday. 

 
ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS 
 

Sincerity No 61 
• Meets 1st Monday in February, July, October  

and December 
 

Regularity No 448 
• Meets last Thursday in  March, September and 

November and the 2nd Thursday in June 
 

Heatherstone Saville Chapter No 1302 
• Meets 1st Tuesday March, April, May, October 

and November 
 
ROSE CROIX 
 

Richard Gill Chapter Rose Croix No. 202  
• Meets 3rd Thursday in March, June and 

October 
 
ROYAL ARK MARINERS LODGES 
 

Fearnley Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No 58 
• Meets 3rd Wednesday June, August and 

November 
 

MARK MASTER MASON LODGES 
 

Halifax Lodge of Mark Master Masons No 706 
• Meets 2nd Wednesday in April, March, 

September and November 
 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR PRECEPTORY 
 

Salamanca No 21 
• Meets second Thursday in March , May, 

September (Malta meeting) and November 
 

MASONIC ORDER OF ATHELSTAN 
 

Halyfax Court No 142 
• Meets third Tuesday February, May and 

September 

For bookings contact Viki Shaw on 
01422 320832 

www.southwoodhalifax.com 

www.facebook.com/southwood 
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